
Ferdusi is a skilled social media manager and 
digital strategist who supports young people 
through her careers curriculum work with schools 
and businesses. She writes how a chance email to 
Revoluton Arts not only helped her scratch a creative 
itch, it led to career opportunities in the arts that 
she’d never have dreamt of.

Nosy or creative?
I think I found out about Revoluton Arts through pure 
nosiness. I was walking through Wellington Street 
underpass on my way home and saw there were works 
going on. I found out it was for a project with Revoluton 
Arts and so, nosy as I was, I decided to get in touch and 
see if I could help.

Even though I was an amateur photographer, held a 
good degree in English Language and Linguistics, and 
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“ I got my first photography 
commission from offering to 
hold paint pots!”
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(CIC). Through our training 
programmes and opportunities 
we support young people like 
Ferdusi to nurture their creative 
interests and build confidence in 
their abilities.

had lots of social media experience, I offered to help with 
cleaning up and holding paint pots. I think that shows 
not only how keen I was to be involved but also how I 
wasn’t confident in my skills. Culturally speaking as well, 
you talk to any Muslim woman and working in the arts 
isn’t usually on our radar.

I emailed Revoluton to find out more and from there it 
just snowballed.
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Revoluton believed in me
I had a face-to-face meeting with Jo Hudson-Lett, the 
Young People’s Producer, who told me about Revoluton’s 
work, and that summer I took two digital art workshops 
- one in photography, the other in graphic design and 
editing. 

With Jo’s support, I successfully applied for a fixed-term 
photography and social media role with the People 
Power Passion project, and that autumn, I took photos 
at Revoluton Arts’ Be Lit Luton Festival.

My first commission
In early 2020, I took on my first commissioned role and 
worked on a community project by Revoluton called 
Touchstone Tales. I did the photography, digital art and 
social media coordination and worked with actor and 
playwright Sudha Buchar. It was a really good confidence 
boost having that as my first commissioned work and I 
loved working with established arts professionals such 
as Sudha. This was also when I really got stuck in with 
teaching myself how to use Photoshop and Lightroom, 
building on what I’d learned through Revoluton Arts’ 
workshops.

Going pro and building confidence
Revoluton Arts have been such a positive influence not 
only on my career but on how I view myself. Before this 
experience, I would never in a million years have thought 
about making any sort of income from something 
I enjoyed. I’m now a freelance creative offering my 
services as a photographer and digital marketing 
professional.

I definitely struggle with imposter syndrome but that’s 
where Revoluton Arts’ support has really made a 

difference. One of the best ways to battle low confidence 
is to just do it anyway, and before you know it you have a 
portfolio of work that you can’t argue with.

Being bold enough to say ‘I’m a freelancer and I can 
provide professional services’ is quite a big deal, but I’m 
getting used to believing in myself and my skills.

One foot in the arts
Because I have a lot of financial responsibilities, full-
time entry-level roles in the arts aren’t really a viable 
option for me right now, so I’m really happy that I can 
stay involved with Revoluton Arts alongside my other 
commitments and responsibilities. 

From sixth form to graduating I think I’ve been on 
autopilot, telling myself to just get the degree and 
then get a job, but I couldn’t ignore all my interests and 
creative passions. My current job working in careers 
education is really fulfilling and I get to use my digital 
skills, but I will keep working with Revoluton Arts and 
doing my freelance work to keep connected to the 
creative industry.

Being the change
When it comes to something like the creative sector, a 
lot of people feel like it can’t fall in line with their faith, 
or that it’s not an esteemed career, but for me it’s so 
important for Muslims – and Muslim women – to be 
involved. There’s so much room for Islamic art and music 
and culture, and there’s so much value in it that I think 
it all needs to be shared and enjoyed by more people. 
We definitely need more Muslim female voices in this 
industry and that’s something I want to change.

“Jo’s fantastic. Every single time I 
speak to her, I come out feeling really 
motivated. She’s such a good mentor - 
the way she speaks to you and leaves you 
feeling energised and inspired, it’s like 
she’s a wizard!” 
FERDUSI

“I really can’t praise Revoluton Arts 
enough. Everything they do is in line 
with my values and they really care 
about helping young people achieve their 
potential. Whenever I speak to someone, 
it’s always such a positive experience. I’m 
so happy I sent that first random email.”
FERDUSI
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